
District Governor Debbie’s July Message 

DISTRICT 6990 SERVING SOUTHEAST FLORIDA,  

THE FLORIDA KEYS & GRAND BAHAMA ISLAND  

Fellow District 6990 Rotarians: 

July is the start of the new Rotary year.  Special thanks and congratulations go to PDG 

Larry Herman and his team for another successful Rotary year.  We each have a great 

opportunity to promote Rotary and its programs by working together as members of the 

“All Star” team.  We want to encourage Clubs and Members to work together on pro-

jects as well as socials such as the R2Rs (Rotarian to Rotarian Network Socials).  Our 

official District Governor visits this year will be done by Assistant Governor (AG) Are-

as this year in an effort to promote teamwork, comradery and getting more done by 

pooling our efforts.  The first step is getting to know each other.  In addition, Clubs can and should also 

look for non-Rotarian partners where appropriate to help complete their projects.  

It should be an exciting year for all of us.  We will be celebrating 100 years of our Rotary Foundation at 

the yearly International Convention in Atlanta.  To mark the Rotary Foundation Centennial, members 

everywhere are encouraged to do 100 acts of good throughout the year (#100ActsofGood).  Be sure to 

post photos of yourself on social media along with a brief description of the act, using #100actsofgood.  

We want to share our efforts with the world.  In addition, we are challenging each Club to document their 

100 Acts of Good and submit to our Foundation Chair, Lee Phares, for special Club recognition at our 

District Assembly in April.  Be sure to involve your Interact and Rotaract Clubs in the 100 Acts of Good 

Challenge. 

Polio is still on our radar and we would be thrilled if, during this Rotary year, we might see the last case 

of polio ever.  We have had only 17 cases of wild poliovirus so far this year so we are closer than ever to 

eradicating this disease.  We need to encourage all members and Clubs to make their contributions to the 

polio effort during the year so that we don’t lose sight of how close we are to completing this goal. 

Our District Conference cruise will be in November on a brand new mega-ship – Harmony of the Seas.  

We hope to celebrate Rotary, make new Rotary friends and most importantly – to have Fun! 

I know each of you will join me in working to meeting all of our goals for this Rotary year.  As Rotary 

International President John Germ stated:  “As members of Rotary, we are out to change as many lives as 

we can, for the better.  Not alone.  Not as individuals.  But together – as a team – through Rotary Serving 

Humanity.” 

 

Yours in Rotary Service, 
Debbie Maymon 
DG 2016-2017 
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When August 2016  Where - All Clubs - Zones 33/34  
 
How - Encourage your members to bring a friend or friends to a meeting or meetings that 
month.  Publicize this special event, weekly at all meetings during July and ensure your 
Facebook or website contains publicity for the event.  Also promote the event in newslet-
ters, encouraging participation.  
 
 Creating an event on Facebook is particularly successful, an invite list (suggestion: don't 
call it a meeting - call it Bring a Friend Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner or Social!).  
 
Consider a special 'Bring a Friend' social event on an appropriate evening and if you pre-
fer, make it a multi-Club event.  If organizing a Social, ensure that Members are encour-
aged by making it a make-up meeting.  
 
If your budget/meal format allows, provide the meal free of charge (a member does not 
pay for a guest) or if it is a member event, perhaps provide appetizers and have a cash bar.  
 
If it is a 'meeting': plan an appropriate inspiring theme for the event.  Suggestions:  
 
Member presentation on my Rotary Story  
Bring in Foundation or Membership Speaker, from District or Zone  
Local celebrity or motivational speaker  
Club presentation covering milestones, projects and community involvement  
Social meeting emphasizing the fellowship opportunities 
Have an 'Any Questions about Rotary and your Club' event 
 
Consider having a Club Bio/Brochure for the meeting, and have it available.  
 
Prepare a who attended list with e-mails and phone numbers.  
 
Send follow up e-mail, and keep the prospective members in the loop.  Send follow-ups.  
Re-Invite by calling, if appropriate. Keep engaged, 

mailto:ywassociates@bellsouth.net
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Whether a person is a longtime Rotarian, a first-time visitor, or perhaps somewhere in be-

tween, nothing says you are wanted and appreciated like someone standing in front of a door 

you are about the enter who has a big smile, hand extended, and is saying something to the 

effect of: "Good morning, welcome to the Rotary Club of East Everglades.  Glad you are 

joining us today".   

Right away you feel more comfortable than you did five seconds before, you are happy you 

decided to attend this meeting, and, by default, you start looking forward to what comes 

next.  Yes, we are referring to those stalwarts who set the tone before the official meeting 

even gets underway, the Rotary Club Greeter.   

Greeters are a long held tradition most Clubs.  Some Clubs have their President Elect do the 

honors while others have their newest members serve as Greeters.  Both schools of thought 

work well, along with different variations.  If a Rotary Club has its new member(s) in this 

role, however, it may want to consider having an experienced Rotarian there as well.  This 

reasoning holds true as the new member may not yet be fully aware of the check-in proce-

dure for visiting Rotarians, or a first-time visitor might be looking for the Rotarian who in-

vited them, plus the new member Greeter has more of a comfort level with a knowledgeable 

partner.   

The benefit is that the more we engage our Rotary Club members and visitors, the more like-

ly they are to return week after week. 

First in a Series of Twelve  

 

Rotary Club Greeters  

Regular attendance at the Club’s weekly meetings is fundamental to membership in Rota-
ry. Regular attendance develops into close friendships and forms the backbone to the ser-
vice Rotary gives to both local and international communities. 
In recent years a more flexible application of the attendance rules has been accepted by 
Clubs taking into account the changes in society and a more demanding economic envi-
ronment. It is expected a member try to make up when possible. When circumstances re-
quire, the board of directors may approve Leave of Absence to a member for a period of 
time.  
There are many ways in which members can demonstrate their loyalty and develop the 
acquaintances needed to underpin their activities. 
 
If you are interested in Club attendance figures, please go to the DACdb data 
base at the District 6990 Website: www.: https://ri6990.org.  

mailto:ywassociates@bellsouth.net
http://www.rotary-ribi.org/districts/page.php?PgID=223039&DistrictNo=1010
http://www.jonesbororotary.org/
http://www.jonesbororotary.org/view/47#loa
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Club News: 

 

 

The July 4th picnic of the Coral Gables Rotary Club took place at Mathe-

son Hammocks Park. Rotarians and family members took advantage of a 

beautiful day and good food.. 

The Club had the opportunity to host 20 African professionals, men and 

women, from such countries as Tanzania, Madagascar, Cameroon, Ivory 

Coast, Nigeria, South Africa, Angola, Mozambique and others. They are 

taking a six-week course in public administration at FIU.  

We were following this year’s theme ‘’Rotary Serving Humanity.”  

 

The Rotary Club of Coral Gables 

If you are interested in the activities of our various district 6990 clubs, you may consult the Fa-

cebook page for each Club (you can google the club’s name to get the specific Facebook address 

for the Club). 

The Rotary Club of Miami Kendall 

On July 6, the Rotary Club of  of Miami Kendall collected books as part 
of a book drive in collaboration with Rotary Miami Brickell and Miami 
Dade College’s “Read to Learn - Books for Free.” 
 
To mark the Rotary Foundation centennial, we’re encouraging our mem-

bers to do 100 acts of good throughout the year. We will be posting pho-

tos when available, along with a brief description of the act, using 

#100actsofgood.  

mailto:ywassociates@bellsouth.net
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/100actsofgood?source=note
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PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE- JULY 2016 

  
JOHN F. GERM 
PRESIDENT 2016-17 
 

Today, we look ahead toward a Rotary year that may one day be known as the greatest in our history: the year 
that sees the world's last case of polio. Wild poliovirus caused only 74 cases of polio in 2015, all of them in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. As we continue to work tirelessly toward our goal of eradication, we must also look 
beyond it: preparing to leverage our success into even greater successes to come. 

It is tremendously important to Rotary's future that our role in the eradication of polio be recognized. The more 
we are known for what we've achieved, the more we'll be able to attract the partners, the funding, and, most 
important, the members to achieve even more. We're working hard at RI headquarters to be sure that Rotary 
gets that recognition. But it can't all happen in Evanston. We need you to get the word out through your clubs 
and in your communities about what Rotary is and what we do. We need to be sure that our clubs are ready for 
the moment when polio is finally eradicated – so that when people who want to do good see that Rotary is a 
place where they can change the world, every Rotary club is ready to give them that opportunity. We know 
that if we want to see Rotary Serving Humanity even better in the years ahead, we'll need more willing hands, 
more caring hearts, and more bright minds to move our work forward. We'll need clubs that are flexible, so 
that Rotary service will be attractive to younger members, recent retirees, and working people. We'll need to 
seek out new partnerships, opening ourselves more to collaborative relationships with other organizations. 
 
Looking ahead, we also see a clear need to prioritize continuity in our leadership. We in Rotary are all playing 
on the same team, working toward the same goals. If we want to reach those goals together, we all have to 
move in the same direction – together. 
 
Every day that you serve in Rotary, you have the opportunity to change lives. Everything you do matters; eve-
ry good work makes the world better for us all. In this new Rotary year, we all have a new chance to change 
the world for the better, through Rotary Serving Humanity. 

A Rotarian had a dream. On June 18, 1917, while the world was engaged in war, Arch stepped to the podium at 
the Rotary International Convention in Atlanta, Georgia, USA, and proposed the creation of an "endowment fund 
for Rotary . . . for the purpose of doing good in the world in charitable, educational, and other avenues of com-
munity service." At this meeting the Rotary Endowment Fund was born. A few months later, the endowment re-
ceived its first contribution of $26.50 from the Rotary Club of Kansas City, Missouri, USA. The next donation 
came several days later from a past president of the Rotary Club of San Francisco. 

Arch C. Klumph 

1913-1914 President of the Rotary Club of Cleveland 
1916-1917 President of Rotary International 

Founder of The Rotary Foundation 

mailto:ywassociates@bellsouth.net

