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My Fellow Rotarians, 

Congratulations to our 1,900 Rotarians on another great year for Rotary District 

6990! Our membership shows a slight increase, member retention has been excel-

lent, and we have met our goal for Foundation giving. Polio Plus enjoyed a big in-

crease in donations. The hundreds of projects completed by our clubs were match-

less—whether it was taking children to the mall to buy them their first pair of new 

shoes or providing mosquito nets to villagers in South America. We were able to 

help our neighbors in the Bahamas rebuilt their fishing fleet with donations of over 

$20,000.00. 

The experience of visiting the 48 clubs in our District cannot be equaled. Seeing 

the deep commitment of our members to their communities was an eye-opener for 

me. Sitting in at each of your board meetings gave me an insight as to the thought 

processes our clubs go through before committing to a project or committing 

funds. It was interesting how carefully considered your funding plans were, as you 

contemplated spending donations and took the responsibility of doing it wisely. 

Your contribution to Rotary and our communities has made a lifelong impression 

on me. I cannot thank you enough for your support of our various Rotary pro-

grams—each club picking and choosing to insure the ones they embraced would 

make a difference. I am especially thankful for your taking on the challenge to 

make a difference in our problem with Human Trafficking. Our Rotarians for Hope 

project has brought to the forefront the immense challenge before us. Hopefully, 

we have saved some lives by making our communities, schools, hotels, and friends 

aware of this horrendous situation. Keep your eyes open next week as we are end-

ing our fight this year with a bang. We will continue to make a difference. 

Sandy and I wish to thank you all for the tremendous opportunity you have given 

us. You have definitely made a difference in our lives. The many new friends we 

have made and old friends who have become closer make us so much richer. You 

have all truly been “a gift to the world.” 

Once again, thank you, 

DG Larry and Sandy 
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Rotary Fellowships are independent groups of Rotarians, fami-

ly members, program participants and alumni who share a 

common passion. Being part of a fellowship is a fun way to 

make friends from around the world. 

HOW DO I JOIN A FELLOWSHIP? 

You can contact a fellowship directly by using the information listed in the Rotary Fellowships directory. 

Or search discussion groups at rotary.org> My Rotary> Member Center> Online Tools> Discussion 

Groups to find Rotary and Rotaract members with similar interests. 

HOW DO I START A FELLOWSHIP? 

Chances are if you have a strong interest in something, there are others in the Rotary 

family who share it. Forming a fellowship starts with finding members for your group. 

Here’s how you can start: 

 Join a discussion group or start a new one. 

 Use Rotary’s presence on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn to promote your idea. 

 Reach out to your district Rotary Fellowships chair or chairs in other countries. Ask 

for contact information at rotaryfellowships@rotary.org. 

 To be sure you meet the criteria for a fellowship and apply for official recognition, see the Rotary Fel-

lowships Handbook for details. It’s available on rotary.org. 

WHAT FELLOWSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE? 

Fellowship activities vary widely. Members come together around hobbies or interests such as cricket or 

jazz, or vocations such as writing or medicine. Some groups are purely social while others use their fel-

lowship for service projects View a list of Rotary Fellowships. Here are some of the Fellowships: 

 

mailto:ywassociates@bellsouth.net
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/document/rotary-fellowships-directory
mailto:rotaryfellowships@rotary.org
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/rotary-fellowships
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JOHN F. GERM 

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT 2016-17 

ROTARY CLUB OF CHATTANOOGA, 

TENNESSEE, USA 

 

John F. Germ is board chair and chief executive officer 

of Campbell and Associates Inc., consulting engineers. 

He joined the firm as an engineer in 1965 after four 

years in the U.S. Air Force. He serves on the boards of 

several organizations, including the board and execu-

tive committee of the Public Education Foundation, Or-

ange Grove Center Inc., and as board chair of Blood Assurance, Inc. He also is founder 

and treasurer of the Chattanooga State Technical Community College Foundation and 

president of the Tennessee Jaycee Foundation. 

He was Tennessee Young Man of the Year in 1970; Engineer of the Year, 1986; Volun-

teer Fundraiser of the Year, 1992; and Tennessee Community Organizations Volunteer of 

the Year, 2009. He is a recipient of the Boy Scouts Silver Beaver Award and the Arthritis 

Foundation Circle of Hope Award. In 2013, the White House recognized him as a 

Champion of Change. 

Germ joined Rotary in 1976 and has served RI as vice president, director, Foundation 

trustee and vice chair, aide to the Foundation trustee chair, chair of Rotary’s US$200 

Million Challenge, RI Board Executive Committee member, RI president’s aide, Coun-

cil on Legislation representative and chair, membership zone coordinator, chair of nu-

merous committees, area coordinator, RI training leader, and District Governor. 

Germ has received RI’s Service Above Self Award 

and The Rotary Foundation’s Citation for Meritori-

ous Service and Distinguished Service Award. He 

and his wife, Judy, are Benefactors and members of 

the Arch Klumph Society of the Rotary Foundation. 

They have four children and six grandchildren. 

MEET OUR RI PRESIDENT 2016-2017 

mailto:ywassociates@bellsouth.net
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Rotary Youth Exchange 

The District 6990 RYE Inbound Class of 2015-16 is leaving to 

go home or on tours before returning to their native countries 

and their host clubs, host families, and the members of the 

D6990 RYE Committee will miss each of them. They’ve been 

a great bunch and have given much joy. The students and their 

families celebrated their year at the Annual Youth Exchange BBQ & Good-

bye Party on Fort Lauderdale Beach Park on June 25th. 

Soon, our D6990 Outbound RYE students will re-

turn from their exchanges in Sweden, Japan, Slo-

vakia, Austria and Germany to acquire the coveted 

RYE title of Rebound! In August, a new group of 

Inbounds will arrive while the D6990 Outbound 

Class of 2016-17 leaves for Hungary, Germany, Ko-

rea, Brazil, Bolivia, Poland, Belgium and Finland. 

If your club would like to arrange for one of these 

intrepid young people to address your Rotary club 

please contact any member of the D6990 RYE com-

mittee. Visit www.rye6990.com for more infor-

mation about this wonderful program. 

Each spring, the Pompano Beach-Lighthouse Rotary Club offers the Kerry 

McNamara scholarship to Seniors at Pompano Beach High School. The 

scholarship was founded in 1996 when McNamara, the club’s president, 

was killed in an auto accident. He was well liked and admired by all. The 

initial fund was acquired as gifts in lieu of flowers and invested. 

The scholarship is based on community service and need and, because 

McNamara was a PBHS grad, it is offered only to PBHS graduating sen-

iors. Approximately 25 McNamara scholarships have been awarded over 

the years. 

This year, the RC of Pompano Beach-Lighthouse has chosen four students 

to receive scholarships. From the top right, they are: Tyler Krinkie, who 

hopes to attended Florida State University and become a Pharmacist; Kyle 

Peets, who plans to attend Florida Atlantic University and wants to study 

engineering; Vincent Costello, who has not selected his post-secondary 

school as of this writing, but plans to be a mechanical engineer; and finally 

Livia Berni, who looks forward to attending the University of Central 

Florida and studying to be an anesthesiologist. 

The Pompano Beach-Light House Rotary Club meets every Tuesday at 

7:30 a.m. at Galuppiʼs on the Green at the Pompano Beach Golf Course. 

For more information call Bill Zobus at 954 972-7178. 

Rotary Club of Pompano Beach-Lighthouse 

L to R: Onur, Victoria, Aya, Noelia, Marthe and Anna enjoy their 

last few days in sunny District 6990 on Fort Lauderdale Beach 

mailto:ywassociates@bellsouth.net
http://www.rye6990.com
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Rotary Youth Leadership Awards 2016 

Here are a few emails received from this year’s RYLA participants: 

I would like to thank you for sponsoring me at RYLA this year, and making it without a doubt, a life-

changing experience. The number of things I learned in those three days would have taken me a very long 

time if not for RYLA. I met a lot of unique people that I will hopefully have the privilege of working with 

in near future. I learned a lot of things about leadership and other important skills that will help me in life 

and will definitely make me a better person.  

Please keep me on your mailing list. My sister Zoe is staring High School this fall and both of us would 

love to attend future RYLA events! Thank you again for a great experience, 

### 

I am fortunate to have been able to serve as a facilitator again this year and what a fantastic group of stu-

dents we had! As a Rotaractor and soon-to-be Rotarian, this was a rewarding and inspiring experience. 

Thank you so much for all your hard work in making this weekend happen and for your dedication to the 

youth programs. Can't wait for next year! 

### 

Thank you very much for sponsoring me at RYLA, I had a really good time at RYLA. I also have learned 

a lot from the speakers, I had a great talk with Commissioner Placko. Thank you for giving me a great 

chance to meet those wonderful speakers. I really looking forward to be at RYLA next year!! 

Would your club like to sponsor one or more RYLA students in 2016-17? 

Contact PDG Ellen Blasi at epblasi@yahoo.com. 

To all RYLA Participants and Staff, 

Thank you for making RYLA 2016 such a resounding success! 

To all of our Student Participants— on behalf of the RYLA Staff, you 

inspired us with your enthusiasm and leadership characteristics. You 

have a bright and successful future ahead with your dedication and 

commitment to learning. 

To our RYLA Staff—I sincerely appreciate your dedication! 

In Rotary Service, 

David W. Mountford, Chairman 

District 6990 RYLA 2015-16 

Rotary Club of Coconut Creek 

mailto:ywassociates@bellsouth.net
mailto:epblasi@yahoo.com
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Be a Unicorn 

By: PDG Todd Dayton, Rotary Club of Coconut Creek 

Unicorns—that’s the description given to the attendees at the Zone 

33/34 2016 Southland Young Professional Summit. On June 8-10, 

2016, over 100 young professionals and district leaders gathered at 

Georgia Tech in “hot” Atlanta for a weekend of no-boundaries discus-

sions on the future of Rotary. Topics included how Rotary needs to 

change, how it already has, and how to attract the membership it will 

need to get through the next century. Held in an unconventional set-

ting with round tables, play-dough and pipe cleaners, the weekend was 

clearly not a traditional Rotarian gathering. 

District 6990 team members Claire Lidome (Rotary Club of Brickell), 

Brett Trembly (Rotary Club of South Miami), Luis Ortega (Rotary Club 

of Miami Kendall) and team leader PDG Todd Dayton (Rotary Club of 

Coconut Creek) represented their clubs and D6990 in a sea of energy and 

excitement that became just three words—We Are Rotary. Over the three-day 

weekend there were some uncomfortable moments of heartfelt challenge and 

frustration as well as solutions offered for the real-world demands of serving 

Rotary as a young professional. The Summit started with breakout sessions 

about the issues on opening day and continued with solutions for the biggest problems on day two. 

As is typical with young professionals, participation was not limited by physical 

location—as evidenced by Skype calls to China with Mitty Chang, Australia 

with Big Evan Burrell, and Jacksonville, where our own district leaders were 

hard at work on membership and The Foundation for the new Rotary year. 

There was a driving desire to leave the Summit with real-world direction and 

solutions to take back to the districts and Rotary leadership to plan for the future, 

both in Zone 33/34 and worldwide. Attendees were tasked with returning to their 

districts and sharing what they discovered, as well as being the seeds of change 

across Rotary at the club level. 

Look for coming events in D6990 once the team has had a chance to collect all the Summit data and put to-

gether their own group of Unicorns. So why Unicorns? The short story is, young Rotary professionals were 

recently tagged with this name when compared to the legendary creatures with magical powers, as in “Do 

they really exist?” When confronted with the prospect of young Rotarians, one often hears, “What are they?” 

Do they eat the same food? What do they like to do?” Are they like us?” Avoid the trap of “Ooooh, a young 

Rotarian… Welcome… We like young Rotarians… Your table is… over there.” Young Rotarians are like 

any other; if appreciated on arrival but not engaged they will be gone in six months.  

The evolution of club design, meetings, activities, communications, etc. will continue. Openness to change, 

flexibility, organized chaos and a little bit of “Little Sally Walker” is coming to a Rotary club near you. The 

entire team returned from this Summit excited to share their  experiences. Don’t miss their version of a 

“gathering of Unicorns” in November 2016. 

mailto:ywassociates@bellsouth.net
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By: Imelda Medina 

Dr. Kim McGinnis, Dean of Student Services at Miami Dade College, has a lifelong 

personal and professional history of Rotarian Community Service and Higher Edu-

cation Leadership. She comes from a family of Rotarians, she is a Rotary Leader-

ship Institute Alumni and has made a wonderful impact in our community since she 

became part of our family at The Rotary Club of Miami Airport. 

Even before we invited her to join as a member, we invited her to become our Presi-

dent as soon as she could step in, and this turned out to mark the beginning of a 

great period of our Rotary lives. We have utilized grants from The Rotary Foundation to support her initia-

tives, funding educational presentations and dictionary distribution to children from more than a dozen 

schools; the "Healthy Tiny Feet" project (shoes and health education for children in most need in Overtown) 

for several years in a row; providing support to college students with their books; and, most recently, assist-

ing with placement at Julian's House, significantly contributing to the success of students in recovery from 

mental health conditions. 

Thank you Dr. McGinnis for everything you’ve done for Rotary and for our club. Now that you are relocat-

ing with your family to Monterey, California, we look forward to continue growing our Rotarian family and 

helping our communities with you! 

Rotary Club of Miami-Airport 

Last Rotarian 2 Rotarian for 2015-16 

On Wednesday evening, June 15, the Davie-Cooper City Rotary Club and the Plantation Rotary Club hosted 

the final Rotary District R2R Social for the 2015-2016 Rotary Year at Bokampers Grill in Plantation. Judg-

ing by the feedback it was a GREAT SUCCESS! Seventy-five Rotarians and guests were present, represent-

ing 19 of our District 6990 Rotary Clubs. The fellowship and conversations were FIRST RATE! It was 

great to have Rotarians from clubs as far away as Coral Gables, Key Biscayne, Brickell and Bal Harbour. 

MIAMI AND SOUTH MIAMI-DADE ATTENDEES TRULY DESERVE AN AWARD! Be sure to check 

the DaCdb and district website calendars for upcoming 2016-17 events. 

David Mountford and 

Fred Sadoff 

Left: DGE Debbie, 

&PDG Doug Maymon 

with PDG Joe Roth 

 

Right: Carol Alexander 

and Pat Hornsby 

Left: Davie-Cooper City 

PE Melinda Rao and 

DGE Debbie Maymon. 

mailto:ywassociates@bellsouth.net
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Rotary Leadership Institute 

Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) is scheduled for August 27, 2016, at 

Keiser University in Fort Lauderdale. 

This session will offer Part I, Part II, Part III, and a Graduate Course 

(on Membership) as well as a Discussion Leader class. 

Please, save the date! Registration is open now. An event Facebook page has been set up for you to view in-

formation. Go to: www.facebook.com/Rotary-Leadership-Institute-in-District-6990. 

Fact: 74 percent of Rotarians that participate in RLI remain members for at least 10 years. This is a great op-

portunity to enhance your Rotary knowledge and experience! 

For more information. contact Joe Roth, RLI D6990 Director, at prescent0405@gmail.com or visit the RLI 

Sunshine Division website. 

 

Message of The Month 

mailto:ywassociates@bellsouth.net
https://www.facebook.com/Rotary-Leadership-Institute-in-District-6990-2006772802882118/
mailto:prescent0405@gmail.com
http://www.rlitraining.org/
http://www.rlitraining.org/
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NEW MEMBERS IN MAY 2016 

Please join us in extending a warm Rotary welcome 

to the following new members of District 6990:  

Member / Sponsor Date Rotary Club of: 

Kihei, Benjamin D. (BEN) / Win-

ston K. Lippert 
 05/03/16  Miami Brickell 

Hendley, Michael Simon  05/05/16  Freeport 

Zeefe, Lauren (LAUREN) / Debo-

rah D. Swain 
 05/05/16  Coral Gables 

Shaw, Martin (MARTIN) / Tayloe 

Perry 
 05/10/16  Perrine-Cutler Rdg/Palmetto Bay 

Amat y Leon, Patricia (PATRICIA) 

/ Peter D Verbeeck 
 05/13/16  Key Biscayne 

Carlesso, Thomas (TOM) / Gloria 

Ann Burns 
 05/16/16  Coral Gables 

Trescott, Robert L. (ROBERT) / 

Stephen Carter & Steven Arch 
 05/16/16  Coconut Grove 

Judd, Marion B. (MARION) / 

Joyce Wood 
05/23/16 John Knox Village 

Culiver, Traci (TRACI) / Amber 

Bosco 
 05/24/16  Sunset Key West 

McKenzie, John (JOHN) / Cynthia 

Setzer 
 05/24/16  Sunset Key West 

McKenzie, Mindy (MINDY) / 

Cynthia Setzer 
 05/24/16  Sunset Key West 

Dmitrov, Anton (ANTON) / Joseph 

E. Altschul 
 05/26/16  Weston 

Rodriguez-Benitez, Jose (CHEO) / 

Marianella Ortega 
 05/26/16  Weston 

Cabrera, Jose (JOSE) / Dimitry 

Shaposhnikov 
 05/31/16  Fort Lauderdale/Cypress Creek 

In Memoriam 

Baron (Barry) Dean Degner, a member of the Rotary Club of 

Deerfield Beach and a Past District Governor (D7260, 1996-

1997) passed away on June 12, 2016, at the age of 82. Barry was 

a retired high school teacher and administrator, beloved by hun-

dreds of students of Patchague-Medford High School in Medford, 

Long Island, New York, and had 26 years of perfect attendance in 

Rotary. We extend sincere condolences to his wife, Marcia, and 

their family members. 

mailto:ywassociates@bellsouth.net
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ATTENDANCE FOR MAY 2016 

mailto:ywassociates@bellsouth.net

